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Presidentʼs Report

Welcome to the 2022 ALECC newsletter! 2022, the year of our biennial conference,
the first in-person gathering in four years, brought a well-needed pause for
re-grouping. There’s an irony in that ALECC, though born ‘in virtual,’ still requires a
physical landing spot to convene, to build community. For many of us, two years of
virtual inhabitation—Zoom, Teams, FaceTime, social media, emails…—this form of
engagement can sustain us only so far. Then, add four years of not meeting...
Saskatoon in June reminded us how sitting, walking, eating, talking, and laughing
together makes us whole—or at the least feel more present—as a community.

Titled Currents + Flows: Ecologies, Creativities, and Material, the 2022 conference
reprised water themes but also pushed further into other areas unsettling
hegemonic thinking. There were over fifty people in attendance, a keynote from Rita
Wong, eight panels, three visual and literary art plenaries, two poetry walks, a
creative workshop with The Goose’s Co-Editor, Alec Follett, and Poetry Editor, Rina
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Chua, and two roundtables. The roundtables, Diversifying the Environmental
Humanities and Artists, Activists, Academics, and ALECC, emerged out of guiding
questions prompted by members’ concerns over the past year: where are we now,
where are we going, and where do we want to go? These are three questions I hope
we can continue to foreground as we move forward as a community of
artists-academics-activists, who commit and work collectively to continue
diversifying its membership.

I wish to extend a heartful thank you to the in-place crew, Joanne Leow, Cheryl
Lousley, Cara Schwartz, Alyson Cook, Megan Solberg, Mabiana Camargo, Sheheryar
Sheikh, and to those who helped variously in the earlier planning stages, Jennifer
Schell, Rina Chua, Rachel Jekanowski, Jenna Hunnef, and Kaitlin Blanchard. Thank
you for all of your time, energy, and support in making this conference such a great
success! As well, thank you to the University of Saskatoon for hosting us for both the
2020 (virtual) and 2022 conferences.

Held co-modally, ALECC’s annual general meeting on June 18th in Saskatoon
reviewed work plan items underway or in the planning stages, as well as shared
updates on membership, social media accounts, the website, our budget, upcoming
executive elections, and the potential 2024 conference location. For work plan items,
Conrad Scott (VP) and I have reached out to ASLE’s Diversity Officers as a first step in
creating a similar position on the ALECC executive. Starting in the fall, ALECC will
host a series of webinars; a call for participants will be sent out to members in late
August. Membership is slowly growing, and ALECC’s executive will be working on
membership outreach this fall. Our budget has a modest surplus. As an association
run on volunteer labour, issues of equity and support have been at the forefront of
many ALECC discussions. Finding sustainable ways to offer financial support for
certain activities will be on the executive’s agenda. We will be seeking new executive
members to start in January 2023: Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and three
Member-at-Large positions. Please consider nominating others or yourself for these
positions. Finally, ALECC’s 2024 biennial conference: tentatively, we have our sights
on two prospective locations in Quebec. We will know with greater certainty in late
October.

From hereon, continue reading to learn of the great news about the Alanna Bondar
Memorial Prize winner and honourable mentions, as well as about members’ news
and publications.

On behalf of the ALECC executive, I wish you all a wonderful, restful, enjoyable, and
safe summer!

Lis� ����o-Jon��
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Meet the Executive

We extend a heartfelt thank you to the ALECC Executive Members for their hard
work and dedication to the ALECC community. Find out more about our current
Executive team: https://alecc.ca/about/.

L-R: prOphecy sun, Lisa Szabo-Jones, Leah Van Dyk, Greg Garrard, Conrad Scott,
Melody Griffin Dowdy, Joshua Schuster, Amy LeBlanc. Not pictured: Jennifer Schell,
Marc André Fortin, Jessica Marion Barr.
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Election Nominations

Dear fellow members,

It is that time of year when we are seeking new members to fill Executive positions!

Each year we renew the composition of our leadership, as new positions in our
Executive Council open. We write to ask you to consider offering your creativity,
energy, ideas, and time in taking on one of these roles, which are crucial to
sustaining our organization and supporting our conference activities.

Most Executive Council positions are held for two years, and every fall season several
positions are ready for new members to take up. We currently seek nominees for the
following:

1) One Vice-President who will serve for two years and then automatically become
President the following year for a two-year term and Past-President after for one
year*;
2) One Secretary;
3) One Treasurer;
4) Three Members-at-Large who will serve a two-year term.

If you would like more information about these positions, please visit ALECC's
constitution. Or send a query to the current VP and Nominating Committee Chair,
Conrad Scott at cgcsott@ualberta.ca. You may nominate yourself or any member of
ALECC you think would serve the organization well over the next two years. Please
ask your nominee in advance of formal nomination whether they are willing to let
their name stand. If the number of nominations does not exceed available positions
in a given role, a nominee will be considered elected. If the number of nominees
exceeds available positions, a vote will be put to the membership. In order to stand
for election and to be elected, a nominee must be a member of ALECC. You need not
yet be a member in order to be a nominee; simply let your intention be known to us.

We are dedicated to diversity of representation in all its manifestations, including
geographical representation across Canada and beyond. We want to continue to
create an ALECC that serves our membership of writers, teachers, professors,
independent scholars, artists, activists, and others, and we are eager to have
nominees from any of those constituencies. As part of our special commitment to
antiracism and equity, we are waiving first-year annual membership fees for new or
renewing BIPOC members.

The deadline for nominations is November 15, 2022.
 Please send nominations to Conrad Scott at cgscott@ualberta.ca.

Gratefully yours,
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The Nominating Committee, ALECC
*ALECC Executive in August 2022 elected to change the one-year term of President
and VP to two years. This change is to allow greater time for the sitting President to
see projects through fruition, as well as to provide greater time for the VP to prepare
for the President’s role.

Alanna Bondar Memorial Book Prize

Congratulations to Finis Dunaway, the winner of the 2022 Alanna Bondar
Memorial Book Prize, for his book Defending the Arctic Refuge: A Photographer,
an Indigenous Nation, and a Fight for Environmental Justice.

In the spirit of Alanna Bondar’s own work, the committee
seeks to award the prize to provocative, original, and
stimulating books on environmental topics. Interdisciplinary
works with a broad appeal within and beyond environmental
humanities are sought, as are books with the potential to
engage a broader public, as well as students across a range of
disciplines and levels. Genres can include fiction, poetry,
drama, creative non-fiction, scholarly monographs, and
edited collections.

The judges praise Finis’ book, observing:

|| Finis Dunaway’s Defending the Arctic Refuge is a
compelling, narrative account of how art and ally-ship can
shape our perspectives of the environment, and bring about
social and political change. This book tells the story of Lenny
Kohm, an aspiring photographer who became committed to
protecting the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Kohm
pursued this goal by working with Gwich’in leaders and
community members in sharing a slide show that travelled the United States for
twenty years. Dunaway’s in-depth research, including interviews with Gwich’in and
environmentalists, comes together in a remarkable story of how debate over the
refuge became a struggle for environmental justice. ||

Defending the Arctic Refuge: A Photographer, an Indigenous Nation, and a Fight for
Environmental Justice narrates the epic political battle over the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge from the perspective of the grassroots. It is based on a diverse array
of sources, including interviews with Gwich’in leaders, scientists, and environmental
activists across North America. The book recently received the 2022 Spur Award for
Best Contemporary Nonfiction Book, given by the Western Writers of America. Finis
also has created a companion public history website to Defending the Arctic Refuge.
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The site includes a recently-digitized version of the old school slide show that is
central to the book’s narrative. Over the summer, he will be adding a timeline and
links to a wide range of sources related to the Arctic Refuge debate. He hopes that
the site will be useful to students, educators, activists, and others interested in the
history and ongoing struggle over this land. Check out the site at: Defending the
Arctic Refuge – A book & public history site.

Finis Dunaway, professor of history at Trent University, teaches courses in United
States history, environmental studies, and media studies. He is the author of Natural
Visions: The Power of Images in American
Environmental Reform (2005) and of Seeing Green:
The Use and Abuse of American Environmental
Images (2015). Seeing Green received the John G.
Cawelti Award from the Popular Culture
Association/American Culture Association and the
History Division Book Award from the Association for
Education in Journalism and Mass Communication.
His writings have also appeared in American
Quarterly, Environmental History, and other scholarly
journals and in the Washington Post, the Chicago
Tribune, The Hill, Truthout, and the Globe and Mail.

Follow Finis on Twitter: https://twitter.com/FinisDunaway

You can also read more about the publication at the UNC Press book page HERE and
give your support to Finis at https://twitter.com/UNC_Press

Honourable Mentions
Paul Huebener, Nature’s Broken Clocks: Reimagining Time in the Face of the
Environmental Crisis

The environmental crisis is, in many ways, a crisis of time.
From the distress cries of birds that no longer know when to
migrate, to the rapid dying of coral reefs, to the quickening
pace of extreme weather events, the patterns and
timekeeping of the natural world are falling apart. We have
broken nature’s clocks. Lying hidden at the root of this
problem are the cultural narratives that shape our actions and
horizons of thought, but as Paul Huebener shows, we can
bring about change by developing a critical literacy of time.
Moving from circadian rhythms and the revival of ancient
frozen bacteria to camping advertisements and the politics of
oil pipelines, Nature’s Broken Clocks turns to works of fiction
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and poetry, examining how cultural narratives of time are connected to the problems
of ecological collapse and what we might do to fix them.

Read the judges’ praise:

|| Paul Huebener’s Nature’s Broken Clocks, a scholarly treatise on our relationship
with time and the natural world, engages not only with creative categories such as
poetry, fiction, and art, but also with linked elements of culture, considering a variety
of registers that include individuals, deep time, and pop culture. Huebener’s book is
situated within an environmental humanities critique of contemporary culture and
creative modes, but also extends beyond that in a notably interdisciplinary fashion.
Accessible to a variety of interests and readers, Nature’s Broken Clocks is
provocative, original, and stimulating—driving home the urgency of how our culture
is entangled with ecological problems and our opportunities for solutions. ||

Paul Huebener is an Associate Professor of English at Athabasca
University. His latest book, Nature’s Broken Clocks: Reimagining
Time in the Face of the Environmental Crisis, was a finalist for
the 2022 ASLE-UKI Book Prize for Ecological Creative Writing.
His previous book, Timing Canada, was a finalist for the
Gabrielle Roy Prize. He is currently studying sleep, and he tries to
conduct research for eight hours every night.

https://www.athabascau.ca/…paul-huebener.html
Interested in time and the environment? The New Books
Network has interviewed Paul for their podcast:
https://tinyurl.com/f7bwpx5s
Follow Paul on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/paul.huebener
https://uofrpress.ca/Books/N/Nature-s-Broken-Clocks
U of Regina Press: https://twitter.com/UofRPress
Athabasca University: @AthabascaU

* * * *

James Nisbet, Second Site

Second Site is a meditation on how environmental change
and the passage of time transform the meaning of
site-specific art.
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Read the judges’ praise:

|| James Nisbet’s Second Site is a provocative and original book that examines
late-twentieth and early twentieth century site-specific art and design. Elegantly
crafted and deeply rooted in a breadth of scholarship, Second Site centres on
questions of art, place, nature, and time. As the author himself notes, his
consideration of these artworks enables Second Site to serve as a “primer” for
cultivating an ethical “practice of attention and recognition” in a world of profound
ecological change. ||
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691194950/second-site

Twitter: @PrincetonUPress
https://www.facebook.com/PrincetonUniversityPress/

* * * *

Simon Orpana, Gasoline Dreams: Waking Up from Petroculture

What if the biggest barriers to responding to climate change are not technological or
governmental but, rather, cultural? In other words, what if we ourselves could help to
enact change through a deeper understanding of our
petroleum dependency? In a provocative graphic format that
draws widely from history, critical theory, and popular culture,
Gasoline Dreams explores and challenges the ways fossil fuels
have shaped our identities, relationships, and our ability to
imagine sustainable, equitable futures. As our rapidly warming
planet is pushed toward ecological collapse, we might often
feel helpless or paralyzed by the enormity of the challenges
confronting us. However, reflecting upon the cultural
dimensions of our predicament helps reveal the great potential
for social transformation inherent in the multiplying crises.
Author and artist Simon Orpana engages with contemporary
scholarship in the emergent field of Energy Humanities to
confront the habits, narratives, and fantasies that support our
attachment to fossil fuels. By revealing the many ways
petroculture repeatedly fails to deliver on its promises of “the
good life,” Gasoline Dreams calls us to the difficult work of
waking up from the fantasies that inhibit us from working
toward a global transition to renewable energy.

Read the judges’ praise:

|| Today’s social infrastructures are heavily resource-extractive, and Simon Orpana’s
astute and intellectual graphic novel Gasoline Dreams hones in on our dependence
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upon the fossil fuels that energize our global society. The related pressing and
convoluted concerns are inked from not only personal experience, but encapsulate
climate-science research, political theory, cultural criticism, and prognosticative
models. Within these pages, the past, present, and future of our ongoing
petroculture are examined through a variety of timely lenses. ||

Simon Orpana is an artist and educator who uses such
mediums as maps, ’zines, posters, comics, and writing to
explore the political and historical dimensions of community,
activism, and popular culture. He is co-author, with Rob
Kristofferson, of Showdown!: Making Modern Unions
(Between the Lines, 2016), a graphic history about labour
organizing. His most recent book, Gasoline Dreams: Waking
Up from Petroculture (Fordham UP, 2021), uses the graphic
novel format to challenge cultural barriers to imagining a
world less dependent upon fossil fuels. He lives, works, and
teaches in Hamilton, Ontario.

https://www.fordhampress.com/9780823297726/gasoline-dreams/
Twitter: @FordhamPress
https://www.facebook.com/FordhamUP/

* * * *

Elin Kelsey, Hope Matters: Why Changing the Way We Think is Critical to Solving
the Environmental Crisis

Hope Matters boldly breaks through the narrative of doom and
gloom that has overtaken conversations about our future to
show why hope, not fear, is our most powerful tool for tackling
the planetary crisis. Award-winning author, scholar, and
educator Elin Kelsey reveals the collateral damage of
despair—from young people who honestly believe they have
no future to the link between climate anxiety and
hyper-consumerism—and argues that the catastrophic
environmental news that dominates the media tells only part
of the story. She describes effective campaigns to support
ocean conservation, species resilience, and rewilding,
demonstrating how digital conservation is helping scientists
target specific problems with impressive results. And she
shows how we can build on these positive trends and harness
all our emotions about the changing environment—anger and sadness as well as
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hope—into effective personal and political action. Timely, evidence-based, and
persuasive, Hope Matters is an argument for the place of hope in our lives and a
celebration of the turn toward solutions in the face of the environmental crisis.

Read the judges’ praise:

|| Anxiety about our planet’s health pervades society, with older and younger
generations feeling increasingly hopeless for the future. Kelsey’s book persuasively
argues that this prevalence of hopelessness actually hampers our ability to act;
changing how we think, specifically focusing on hope rather than fear, will empower
people to enact positive change. Hope Matters is an evidence-based collection of
examples from across the globe by which individuals and groups can, and have,
come together to implement solutions to environmental problems. By highlighting
existing success stories, Kelsey shows us how we can realize a more just, sustainable,
and ecologically diverse future. ||

Elin Kelsey, PhD, is an award-winning author and thought-leader for the
evidence-based hope and climate solutions movement. Her newest book for adults,
Hope Matters: Why Changing the Way We Think Is Critical For Solving The
Environmental Crisis was published by Greystone Books in October 2020. Her
influence can be seen in the hopeful, solutions-focus of her clients, including the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, and other powerful institutions
where she has served as a visiting fellow, including the
Rachel Carson Center for the Environment and Society, the
Rockefeller Foundation, and Stanford University in the
Graduate School of Education. In 2022 she brought an
international focus to research on climate emotions
through a Kone Foundation fellowship in Helsinki, Finland,
is leading a collaboration between youth and social
influencers to make evidence-based hope more shareable
online through the David Suzuki Institute, and will be
assembling a hope network for environmental leaders
through the Salish Sea Institute. She co-created
#OceanOptimism, a Twitter campaign to crowd-source
marine conservation solutions which has reached more
than 100 million shares since it launched in 2014. As an
Adjunct Faculty member of the University of Victoria School of Environmental
Studies and Western Washington University’s partnership in the Redfish School of
Change, she is helping to forward a solutions-oriented paradigm for educating
environmental scientists and social scientists. Passionate about bringing
science-based stories of hope and multi-species resilience to the public, Kelsey is a
popular keynote speaker and media commentator. She regularly serves as an
author/artist in residence, leading hopeful environmental workshops with
kindergarten to university students across North America and around the world. She
is a feature writer and podcast host for Hakai Magazine and a best-selling children’s
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book author. Her newest book for children, A Last Goodbye was published in April
2020. For more about Elin and her work, please visit https://www.elinkelsey.org.

https://greystonebooks.com/products/hope-matters
Twitter: @greystonebooks
https://www.facebook.com/GreystoneBooks
https://www.instagram.com/greystonebooks/

Publications

Books and Chapters

● Joshua Schuster and Derek Woods have published Calamity Theory: Three
Critiques of Existential Risk (University of Minnesota Press, 2021). “Existential
risk” studies any real or hypothetical human extinction event in the near or
distant future. Calamity Theory is the first book to examine the rise of this
thinking and its failures to acknowledge the ways some communities and
lifeways are more at risk than others and what it implies about human
extinction.

● Yvonne Blomer has published a new book called The Last Show on Earth
(Caitlin Press, 2022), which focuses on family, climate change, disability, and
loss.

● Bonita Eloise Ford has published Embers of Hope: Embracing Life in an Age of
Ecological Destruction and Climate Chaos (LivinghEARTH, 2020). Embers of
Hope was released as a paperback in 2020 and as an ebook in 2021 by new
ALECC member Bonita Eloise Ford. With a foreword by Dr. Vandana Shiva,
world-renowned author and activist, and with praise from environmental
authors and educators throughout North America, it was quickly listed as one
of the “Top 20+ best all-time permaculture books by women.” Part memoir
and part meditative workbook, Embers of Hope invites us on a personal
journey to better connect with ourselves and the living Earth, offering
perspective shifts that help us acknowledge our sorrow, ignite our hope, and
consider everyday acts to strengthen our communities. As we struggle with
the climate and ecological crises of our time, Embers of Hope offers a way
forward that helps us cope and empowers us to take action. To read excerpts,
visit: https://www.embersofhopebook.com/

● Nancy Holmes’ has published a new poetry collection, Arborophobia
(University of Alberta Press, 2022), which is a book of poetry about ponderosa
pines, time and mortality, climate change, and spiritual crisis.
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● Jenny Kerber and Cheryl Lousley have co-authored the chapter “Literary
Responses to Indigenous Climate Justice and the Canadian Settler-State” in
The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Climate (Cambridge University
Press, 2022), edited by Adeline Johns-Putra and Kelly Sultzbach.

● Conrad Scott has had a critical book chapter published in The Anthropocene
and the Undead: Cultural Anxieties in the Contemporary Popular
Imagination (Lexington Books, 2022), edited by Simon Bacon. His chapter is
titled “Post-Anthropocenic Undying Futures: The Ecocritical Dystopian
Posthuman in Lai’s The Tiger Flu and Bacigalupi’s ‘The People of Sand and
Slag.’”

● prOphecy sun, Kristin Carlson, and Freya Zinovieff have co-authored “Sonic
Poetics of the Tidal Flats” in Designing Interactions for Music and Sound
(Routledge Press, 2022).

● Emily Roehl and Rachel Webb Jekanowski have co-edited a special issue of
Imaginations: Journal of Cross-Cultural Image Studies (Volume 13.1, 2022),
entitled Critical and Creative Engagements with Petro-Media.

CONTENTS
Editorial Introduction | Brent Bellamy
Introduction to Critical and Creative Engagements with Petro-Media |
Emily Roehl, Rachel Webb Jekanowski
Oil-Sponsored Exhibitions and Canada’s Extractive Politics of Cultural
Production | Camille-Mary Sharp
Oil Topography: Weaving the World of Oil | Tomas Borsa, Ruth Beer
Excerpts of The Tome of Light | Elia Vargas
Founding Fathers (in a Tailings Pond) | Melanie Dennis Unrau
Excavating CBC’s Docudrama The Tar Sands | Patrick McCurdy
Isotopic Poetics: The Petrocultural Appropriations of Lesley Battler’s
Endangered Hydrocarbons | Max Karpinski
“Crude Futures” / “After the Amplify Energy Oil Spill” | Kristin George
Bagdanov
Petro-landscapes and Political Imagination: Interview with Steve Rowell
| Emily Roehl, Steve Rowell
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Journal Articles

● prOphecy sun has had two articles published in Ecocene: Cappadocia Journal
of Environmental Humanities, “Residual Traces of Attunement” (Volume 3.1,
Summer 2022) and “Elemental Entanglements” (Volume 2.3, Winter 2021).

● Conrad Scott has had an article, “‘Changing Landscapes’: Ecocritical
Dystopianism in Contemporary Indigenous SF Literature,” published in the
latest issue of Transmotion (Volume 8.1, 2022), which is a special issue on
Indigeneity and the Anthropocene (II) edited by Martín Premoli and David
Carlson.

● Conrad Scott’s review of George Bowering's Writing and Reading: Essays was
published in Canadian Literature (Issue 247, 2021).

● Melanie Dennis Unrau’s article “Founding Fathers (in a Tailings Pond)” was
published in the Critical and Creative Engagements with Petro-Media issue
(13.1) of Imaginations: Journal of Cross-Cultural Image Studies.

Essays

● Jennifer Schell has published "Of Curlews and Crows: Representations of Avian
Cognition in North American Animal Stories" in Avian Aesthetics in Literature
and Culture: Birds and Humans in the Popular Imagination (Lexington Books,
2022), edited by Danette Dimarco and Timothy Ruppert. The essay traces the
influence of scientific theories about avian cognition on North American
animal stories published between 1900 and 2020. The list of texts under
consideration include William J. Long's School of the Woods, Fred Bodsworth's
The Last of the Curlews and Kira Jane Buxton's Hollow Kingdom, among
others.

Conferences

● Conrad Scott and his colleagues (Nora Castle, Heather Alberro, Emrah Atasoy,
and Rhiannon Firth) reported on their January 2021 conference in the "Spring"
2021 issue of the SFRA Review (vol. 51, no. 2, 2021), and also collated and edited
select papers from the conference for publication in that issue of the SFRA
Review.

13

https://ecocene.kapadokya.edu.tr/index.php/ecocene
https://ecocene.kapadokya.edu.tr/index.php/ecocene
https://ecocene.kapadokya.edu.tr/index.php/ecocene/article/view/137
https://ecocene.kapadokya.edu.tr/index.php/ecocene/article/view/65
https://ualberta.academia.edu/ConradScott
https://journals.kent.ac.uk/index.php/transmotion/article/view/979/2007anging_Landscapes_Ecocritical_Dystopianism_in_Contemporary_Indigenous_SF_Literature?f_ri=2323
https://journals.kent.ac.uk/index.php/transmotion/article/view/979/2007anging_Landscapes_Ecocritical_Dystopianism_in_Contemporary_Indigenous_SF_Literature?f_ri=2323
https://journals.kent.ac.uk/index.php/transmotion/issue/view/54/20
https://journals.kent.ac.uk/index.php/transmotion/issue/view/54/20
https://canlit.ca/article/a-bowering-literary-history-of-canada/
https://canlit.ca/full-issue/?issue=247
http://imaginations.glendon.yorku.ca/?p=14638
https://www.uaf.edu/english/who-we-are/faculty.php
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781666901818/Avian-Aesthetics-in-Literature-and-Culture-Birds-and-Humans-in-the-Popular-Imagination
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781666901818/Avian-Aesthetics-in-Literature-and-Culture-Birds-and-Humans-in-the-Popular-Imagination
https://sfrareview.org/2021/04/22/the-living-in-the-end-times-conference/
https://sfrareview.org/2021/04/22/the-living-in-the-end-times-conference/


Research-Creation and Other Creative Output

● Edie Steiner recently completed a new short ecological video poem, temporal
assemblages (2022), a meditation on impermanence and the transience of
place. This film was recently featured in Edie’s retrospective screenings at the
2022 Female Eye Film Festival in Toronto, where it was nominated for Best
Experimental Film, and is next invited to the 10th Annual Video Poetry Festival
in Athens, Greece, in September 2022. An earlier version of the prologue,
Entering the Lake, was first published in 2017 as video poetry in The Goose.

● prOphecy sun recently completed a variety of creative projects including her
Solo Art Show “single-channel sound and video installation” (Queering the
Dams January 29 - April 23, 2022) at Gallery2 in Grand Forks, BC.

● prOphecy participated in a group exhibit at UrbanScreen in Surrey, B.C., Body
as Border: Traces and Flows of Connection, with Gabriela Aceves-Sepúlveda,
Freya Zinovieff and Steve DiPaola (Feb 12–May 1, 2022).

Sound Recordings

prOphecy sun recorded “Mothered Spaces,” an audio recording for Chaotic
Rhythms (Decoy Projects Online Exhibition, 2022), and recorded Ninth Sphere
for Vancouver New Music, Canada.

Exhibition Catalogues

prOphecy sun produced the Queering the Dams art exhibition catalog
(Gallery2, 2022).

Dissertations
● In June 2022, Rina Chua successfully defended her PhD in Interdisciplinary

Studies. Her dissertation is titled Migrant Ecocriticism: Unbinding Movements
and Spaces in Anthologies of Ecopoetry. There’s no link to the thesis since she
will be requesting for its embargo. If someone wants to chat about the thesis,
they can send her an email at rina.chua@ubc.ca.

● Conrad Scott’s PhD dissertation, Here, at the End: Contemporary North
American Ecocritical Dystopian Fiction (University of Alberta, 2019), was made
available (after a two-year publication embargo) through the University of
Alberta's "education and research archive."
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Awards, Other Publications + Other ALECC Member News

● Cheryl Lousley was awarded an Honourable Mention for the Studies in
Canadian Literature Herb Wyile Prize in Canadian Literature for the essay,
“After Extraction: Idling in the Ruins in Michael Winter’s and Alistair MacLeod’s
Neoliberal Fictions,” published in Studies in Canadian Literature//Études en
littérature Canadienne (45.2, 2021, pp. 229-253).

● Paul Huebener has launched a new online course, English 460: The Ecological
Imagination, at Athabasca University. Students from any university can take
this senior undergraduate course from anywhere, at their own pace, starting
any month of the year, and can transfer credits back to their home institution
as applicable. Conrad Scott is also joining him as a course tutor. Please spread
the word!

● Paul Huebener’s book Nature’s Broken Clocks was shortlisted for the ASLE-UKI
Book Prize for the Best Work of Creative Writing with an Ecological Theme,
2021. You can listen to an interview about the book on the New Books Network
podcast. Paul has given a public lecture on his newest research for Mosaic,
titled “Sleep Through This Talk: Imagination and the Paradox of Sleep in a
Restless World.”

● Rhona McAdam has published a new poetry collection, Larder: Poems (Caitlin
Press, 2022). Rhona’s seventh poetry collection, Larder examines our
complicated relationships with food, the natural world, and our own mortal
bodies. With grace, humour, and skilled observation, these finely honed
poems both inform and unsettle. Her previous books include Cartography and
Ex-Ville (poetry), as well as Digging the City: An urban agriculture manifesto
(nonfiction).

● Melanie Dennis Unrau’s 2019 dissertation “Tend the rusted steel like a
shepherd”: Petropoetics of Oil Work in Canada was awarded the Brian Long
Best Doctoral Thesis in Canadian Studies prize by the International Council for
Canadian Studies in 2021. She is also guest-editing an issue of Canadian
Literature on “Poetics and Extraction” with Dr. Max Karpinski, and is working
on a monograph with the working title The Rough Poets: Petropoetics and
the Tradition of Canadian Oil-Worker Poetry, which is on advance contract
with McGill-Queen’s University Press.

● In 2021, Conrad Scott was honoured with a Liverpool University Press’ 2021
Award for Outstanding Journal Reviewers, for peer-review with Science Fiction
Film and Television, and was invited to join the Editorial Board for the Journal
of Ecohumanism. In Sept. 2021, he was invited to moderate readings by Larissa
Lai and interview her about her two most recent books. This was recorded and
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published online here: “The Mythic Future: An Evening with Dr. Larissa Lai:
Author of The Tiger Flu and Iron Goddess of Mercy, Interviewed by Dr. Conrad
Scott” (Cappadocia University, Turkey, June 18, 2021). Then, in November 2021,
Conrad was invited by the College of Charleston's Center for Sustainability to
give a talk, which he titled "City Futurisms: Climate, Environment, and the
Immanent Near-Future." The talk was recorded and published online here:
“City Futurisms: Climate, Environment, and the Immanent Near-Future”
(Center for Sustainability, College of Charleston). In February 2022, Conrad was
invited to be a guest speaker for the Helion International Conference, Seventh
Edition, "Travel through the Paradoxes of Time, Utopia, and Fantasy (II)," where
he talked about William Gibson's novels The Peripheral and Agency. He will
also remain the current Country Rep for Canada with the Science Fiction
Research Association (SFRA).

● Yvonne Blomer will be teaching a week-long poetry workshop on Poetry:
Form and Line at www.missa.ca this August and there are a few spaces left.
Poetry is more than a metaphor, rhythm and rhyme – it is also an exploration
of form, of how the poem is broken into lines or phrases of language and how
poets use the tools available through formal constraints. In this course,
students will write in a variety of long and short forms and will focus on
lineation and how line in poetry works to expand meaning, metaphor, and
impact of the poem. The course will consist of in-class writing, as well as
homework to refine poems started in class. We will also read poems from
Canadian and World poets to explore how poets work with line and form. The
workshop is held this year at Shawnigan Lake School on beautiful Vancouver
Island, information on accommodation, registration and the course can be
found here: https://missa.ca/shop/poetry-form-and-line/

● In 2021, prOphecy sun co-won a few awards, including the Jurors’ Prize: Cairo
Video Festival Award (prOphecy sun and Monique M-Firth, Cairo, Egypt). She
also co-won the 2021 Jurors’ Prize: Best Postapocalyptic Video Award
(prOphecy sun and Monique M-Firth, Small File Media Festival,
SFU/VIVO/Grunt Gallery, LA’s Video Poetry Festival & Cairo Video Festival,
International).
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https://youtu.be/b7tUMdlwMXY
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ALECC 2022 Biennial Conference
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Members across ALECC participated virtually and in person at the ALECC 2022
conference, “Currents + Flows: Ecologies, Creativities, and Materials.” The full program
of presentations is available here.

Wolsak & Wynn Author Spotlight: Kit Dobson, Tanis MacDonald, and Ariel Gordon
launched their respective books on the first evening of the conference at an event
co-hosted by The Goose and Wolsak & Wynn.
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https://conferences.usask.ca/alecc-2022/program.php#WednesdayJune15th
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Become an ALECC Member

Most of what our organization does to encourage and facilitate environmental
humanities art, writing, and scholarship is carried by the passion and energy of our
members. Paid membership provides funds to support the website, The Goose,
conferences, events, translation, and more. ALECC has a comprehensive range of
membership tiers to enable participation from all interested individuals.
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Become a member, renew your membership, and join our discussion listserv at
https://alecc.ca/membership/.

Who we are

Follow us on Twitter: @ALECC1.

Contact us: info@alecc.ca.

ALECC website: alecc.ca.

The Goose: A Journal of Arts, Environment, and Culture in Canada:
scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose/.

ALECC News editors: prOphecy sun, Conrad Scott, Leah Van Dyk, and Lisa
Szabo-Jones.
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